and-ink sketch made of Father Kemble, in 1679, by the
Governor of Hereford Gaol, shows a remarkable facial likeness,
especially as to the long ' Kemble ' nose.

I have heard descendants of the Kemble family bewail that
their efforts to trace a continuous line are baffled by ' the father-
less Roger,' ie. Roger (l) the grandfather of Mrs. Siddons. If
the statement be correct that Father John Kemble's nephew, the
above-mentioned Captain Richard Kemble, of Pembridge Castle,
Welsh Newton, Herefordshire, had three sons, George, Richard,
and Roger, it is not unthinkable that this third son, Roger, may
have been father of 'the fatherless Roger.' Owing to the
Kemble family having been ' recusant,' no parish register helps
in tracing their descent, but since, in days of Catholic disabilities
and ruinous fining, it was inevitable that many members of
Roman Catholic families of position should sink in the social
scale, it would not be surprising to find the landowning Captain
Kemble's direct and near descendant, first, a wig-maker, and,
afterwards, a vagrant comedian. " Our branch of the family,"
said the historian, John Mitchell Kemble, elder son of Mrs.
Siddons's brother, Charles, " descends from George Kemble of
Pembridge Castle, as I have often heard the tradition of the
family to be, and so to William of Wydell" [Widhill].

I have before me a Kemble pedigree, owned by Stephen
Kemble's eldest grandson, the Rev. N. F. Y. Kemble, wherein
Roger's immediate associations are thus specified (see opposite
page).

There is, it must freely be confessed, such a preponderance
of uncertainty in establishing any family links above Mrs.
Siddons's father, that the late Mr. Knight was, for summarizing
purposes, justified in his designation (in the Dictionary of National
Biography) of this Roger as ' head of the Kemble family.'

While the fact that Mrs. Siddons's father was, in a mild
way, Roman Catholic, corroborated his kinship with the
confessor, Father John, his solicitude to belong to somebody
gave accent to his character. From his miniature portrait in
the Stratford-upon-Avon Memorial Collection we see that Sarah
was featured like her father. The straight, long nose and the
air of dignity came from him. James Boaden thought that
Roger and his children strikingly resembled Charles the First,ure. A comparison of portraits of Roger
